of appliances

Find out how long appliances usually last, and how to keep

them in top condition to squeak out a few extra years.

LIFE SPAN:

1-3 YEARS

KEEP IT ALIVE LONGER:
Clean lint and dust
from the rear filter
regularly.

TIME FOR A NEW ONE IF:

It has a burning smell
or blows only cool air.

1Y

LIFE SPAN:

5-7 YEARS

KEEP IT ALIVE LONGER:
After every few uses,
clean the filters—
many models have
mare than one—to
make sure nothing is
blocking the nozzle,
hose, or entry to

the bag (on canister

‘models) or the

dirt container (on
LISk

TIMEFOR ANEW ONEIF: |

The motor burns out
or the frame cracks.
Either repair typically
costs as much asa.
new vacuum.

LIFE SPAN:

5—9 YEARS

KEEP IT ALIVE LONGER:
Don't mix too much
at once—consult

the manual for
guidelines. If the
appliance has to
work too hard, the
motor could stop
functioning. When
cleaning, never skip
the socket where the
accessories click in—
dough or egg white
residue can cause a
motor breakdown.

TIME FOR A NEW ONE IF:

The mixer won't turn
on at all, a sign that
the motor is dead.

LIFE SPAN:

5-10 YEARS

KEEP IT ALIVE LONGER:
Every time you make
coffee, empty the
grind basket and
rinse it, even if it
looks clean. Escaped
grinds can block
water flow. Once a
month, run a normal
brew cycle with

no grounds and

a solution of one

part white vinegar

to two parts water,

then follow with two
cycles of plain water.

TIME FOR ANEW ONE IF:

Your coffee isn't
really hot right after

you brew it. The pot's

heating element has
probably died.

help wanted

LIFE SPAN:

7—-10 YEARS

KEEP IT ALIVE LONGER:
Always use
microwave-safe
cookware to prevent
overheating. To keep
the turntable rotating
properly, wipe up
spills right away.
TIME FOR A NEW ONE IF:
It takes longer to
heat food than

it used to, or the
machine won't

turn on. The cause
may just be a
burned-out fuse,
which a technician
can replace, but if
the problemis a
broken capacitor—a
high-voltage part
that powers the
microwave—the
cost to fix it could
equal the price of a
new machine.
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LIFE SPAN:

2lp wanted 13: YEAR:

LIFE SPAN:

10-14 YEA:R_S LIFE SPAN:

13-15 YEARS

£
LIFE SPAN: LIFE SPAN:

8-12 YEARS 10-12 YEARS
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OUR EXPERTS

Chris Hall, cofounder and president, repairclinic.com

Paulette Heller, vice president of marketing, Conair
Eric Henderson, director of sales and training, Hoover
Mary Rodgers, director of marketing communications, Cuisinart




